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mall may ideed be

Licautiful, But when

it comes o siriking

terror i the heart,
perhaps nothing is as fraght-
ening as a residence that
st be designed on a pud-
ger of 33, (00,

“Five thousaml dollars?™
the Laos -"nl.l;:uii..'-.ndn.u de-
= neE Matthew White ex
claims ina darhing-vou-have
gor=to-he-kiddbimg way, “Many
ol my clients will spend thar
ai o lamp!™

bt just as hatko pares lan-
puage o tts lyrieal essence,
su White and his 25-vear-
ald: ehient Cilen Pearson, 4
thard-generation  Pasadena
contractor, gamely wok on
the chalienge ot decorating
Pearson's A 2-square-foat,
[ -ronwnn, 19K cottaEe an
S5000, affering dehinivive
proof that there 15 noth-
ing that preat taste, plus
A 1:|m: n aid the 1_.'|.:"n'|'|
pages, can't do,

Ler bt be saud from the
seart, however; thae tlis s
not an ordinary pair, For one
thing, designer and client
ki ench bther well, hav-
ing collaborated for many
vears on residences ol B0
spnare feet or more, Unlike
mere mortils, Pearson wasz
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Givenabudget ol $5000. Mattbew
White and his associate Aubrey James
accepted tha challenge to design Glen
Prearson's 19204 collage inPasadena,
Calitomia. aBOVE Prarson's crimson
biving roam walt cramped, bul histwe
Eameschairsprovded White witha
place lostart OPPOSHE Pearson, left,
and White exarmne s solas labric.
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Matthew White Undertakes a One-of-a-Kind Redesign of a Southern Calitornia Cottage

The $5,00
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The linancial and ereative CIUCH ble wiss the IVing
raorm. | e sige of the roarrdictated unaluttersad,

\@né(:h rOm aj[lC EU’{B&EEIE'”S White.

1551 "My goal lor the living roomwen
tocreste s space that wad clean ang
elogent—ior aperfectytalored suit,”
White says Heand Pearson lound the
solaalatheill siore andits labric af
Mrchas Laview b Loy Angeles 12427
425 The reproduction anclent Egyp-
iz bz v broni he M etropabdan Mu.
seurnstore m Pasadona (076703 S
The Plexiglat fable was cutlom. made
ihe magazine rackiztrom Crate &
Bh"rlﬂ (s cradeandbas ol com

also hully sapable of bong hus
vwn commmactor. Yer he had
hiv o psychic plarean when it
camg to Omishing his own
house, despite a predilection
tor phatography aud collect-
ing mideentury modert fir-
niture. “The residence was
dlready done—sort of” he
explans somewhat sheepish-
Iv. *1 never conld quire pull
it together.”

For the designer and lius
associate Aubrey James. the
trick was respecting the evil
tasknmiaster of 2 tn.n;h.rn.'l; while
remaining true to the firm's
distuncuve approach wy ine-
ioas, which alw a¥s mchides
custontt Turniture gl an-
tguis = Lo mie thase are the
two elements of any grea
room,” White suys, “Though
this was & tiny fractinn of my

10 White discovered 8 pair el midcen:
fury glass lamps &l the Passdena An-
Nigues Canbir (60 h- 2267 MWni ABCVE
Carpet rermmanty insplred the rug. cus-
tom-saren a1 Linaleum Ciy im Hafly:
wood (173409 00063 |1 broad 1irpa,
couplogwith a mirrored wal and end
Lables, wisually expands the room,
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457 The breaktot oroalocked
charactor ABOVE “The key wa to tie
Hinwith the warmyellowtonas of the
kitches liles,” explaina White, wha
panted the wall pattern himsell. Pear.
soniound The Saarinen- psgue lakle
base discarded on the roadside. The
benchlebnc islrom Michaal Levine

BEFORE

wsual design bhudger, 1 ap-
proached it s 1 would any
project. The guestion was,
How do you do it and not
COMPTOINISe VOUr vision: "

The answer; Make care-
fil choices and spend money
with surgical precision. Avoid
the siren song of catalogues
as much as possible. Be will-
ing 10 trek to frenetic offbeat
places In pursuit of burgains,
stich 35 the Los Angeles gar-
ment district, where Pearson
and White dodged “people
with izuanas on their shoul-
ders,” as White recalls with-
out nostalgia. There, after
three days of shopping, they
found a salfron lipen for 52 a
yard—as opposed wo the vag-
al $75 to $300—which scrved
as the jumping-ofl point for
the bedroom.

"\ ot of $2-3-vard fabncs
are kelly green or cherry
red,” notes the designer, as
if discussing a black widow

rder, “The saffron had sulb-

ty o it. Mast people in
small spaces are afraid of ¢col-
or. But color; especially paimt,
is the most incxpensive way
to eransdorm o room.”

[n the 10-hy=10-foot bed-
room, the wden was o uphol-
ster plywood panels in linen
—ilesigner and client did it
themnselves—then ask artise
Clare Grahamy who works
with found abjeets, to cre-
ate a floor-to-ceiling custom
headboard. Ome of hundreds
of clevernesses throughout
the residence, the headboard
consists of mosaics cut from
vintage paint-by-number sets,
The result: 3 functional work
of art for $500,

Yo further personalize the
room, White took Pesrson's
ordinary pillowesses 1o an
embroiderer (try the yellow

pages) who mo
them for just over
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VEFT ANDEELOW LEFE "Mota ol was
don tolhe ahice, Whils says. "The
wealls were already a pleating spring
green. We reorpincred the shelvesand
dosk (2 groal woybo bransforma space
with namaneylh The chadr is a theill
store find: tha bambao windaw shade

s bram Pier Hinporb lwwaplarl com)

= Dhe unespected s always
welcome,”™ Whire explams
"-"l‘h:'ﬂk'l‘-l.‘. g,um| taste b=
cames i berg,”

Ly thie kitchen, where they
conldn't afford vinage wall-
paper (“We conlidn't afford
arey woallpaper,” White points
i), e wanted walls that
L':‘:irl]riulr:unw:[ the Old-fashs
e 19205 guality of the
el Lo conmenmize, the ie-
sigmer pumted thom himseli
TMe calls the abseract motit
“sponmaneons ribal calbigra-
phy within which he sub-
thy embedded Gs oand Ps 3
i Al Flrrsehibelds ®*Ninas.™
Pearsom walked i one day o
fimad his kirchen delighefully
transformed. =] |1r;|||:|.' ke
the w ay t pi:'l::». up the ¢ol-
ors,” he sive “The room feeks
F LT!ITI]'IIi'I'l'."

The hinancial ane crearive
erucilile wag the living roam,
lfor reasons he now cannol
fathom, Pearson had ongmal-
Iy paimteel thee room shocking
renl. ®) felt T‘I-'-'Ilﬂl".:l.l i e, b
adms. Tt was clausiropho-
i as well. “The size ot {he
voom dictted wncluttered,
mionochromatie surfaces” s
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AFTER

CArsUlE WakGeakem'y arteock in

place, While s concept (below) for ihe

fabrizcovered hesdboasd wan fully

resbzod. Pearions newly saftronbed- -
room " haddrama notes While Sumple

pendant baht balures wes e purchased

Iresm West Elm { wwwomeatubr cam), The
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ABCNT: The bedroomwas “s weak, pals
Hue, says White “We chosa to gig il
sami punich” BGHE While devgned =
coiling heght headbasrdlor Powwon'y
Bod, cormmusshening i bram artisl Clare
Graham, conder, who made pamt by
mumbes ihokses peral inhin Los An

galet ludio (323403 3200 ' _ -
i r.rlh]l.rt:r |._'|| |III|:||'I FIT |I:'1.'l| | [I!

Wit Hollywood they would
have been S1L287 he notes
wryivhk He spied a mideen-
oy modern wfs in pirl-
fl condition for $100, *1y
was worn b had grear fines
.-II‘I.I.‘t Lo ih-L' I"‘."l Tedt ‘-.:'.1'!.'.4 = -
the destgner savs, They then
-p:ur_l_n_J o ‘Slf'-.t-]..ll'l.l fal. !I =33
tie, paving an upholsterer g
600, 1 he sola was cheap,”
he explams. “Buor fabre 15 = -
Whise. "It 45 not & room for  Bhoe “The pedigree chaire  something you don't want
3,000 pillons” were the perfect starting 1o compronse on.”
Ower e the living room — potor,” savs Wihite, The budget was dwindling. - 'f g
ccame a space enlivened by Lhe designer, whe now 50 Whae did the anly logical . -'Iu-q.F
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er than money, thooeh the
twir ilectded w part with a
hefry poruen of therr budgeet
there. Pearson owned iwo
Famues chabes eovered i re-
ot wlesctioe v I sae-areel)

bl o an antiques shop
in Pasadena |lis evtraterres-
I:rl,l] “ltlllllf‘- ot 5N I_“"'l'l.'ll
fortuitous, In Pasadena he
homed In an a paie of mil-
centry glass lamps that he

hringue the Hall of Mirrors
i l{ :'TL” !I'-L'n.'l r"l';-l.l“."‘.\-ll.\ i]hl‘: FCHORRTL.
IS an [Sth-century wy to vi-
sually expand space and bring
depth to a roons,” he says, 1o
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$5.000 SOLUTION—WEST

vantimeedl fromm page 167
further fool the eve, Prarson wiapped ous
s ghue gun and bailt two mirrored end
tables, Asa finishing wouely, the designer
bomghe (with @ members” disconn b re-
production Egyptian head from the
Merrapolivan Musewm of Art shop in
Pasadena, “The room needed 4 focal
piine,” White sags. “In iy mined’s eye |
savwe i mvctent head. Tt adkls o lirtle soul”

White abso creared o bold graphic rug
onr of carper cemnants and designed a
Renaissance-inspired roumil table. He
roak the drawing to o local Plexsiglas
fabricator (P in the vellow pages), "1ike
the quality of Lweire,” he savs. She gives
the room a lirde glam.™

Still, one key ingredient was mixsing
“We needed an element af suprise.” he
savs “We needed a hig impacr-with nn

“T'he unexpected is
always welcome.
Otherwise, good taste
becomes a bore.” ‘

money.” While antiquing one ifrer-
nownr, White stumibiled actoss 4 pranr of
overseale sunghisses made in the 19805
as a promotional gaomiek for the com-
paany Think Big. “They even haid Plexi-

glas nose guards,” the designer recalls
"'I' didn’t know what 1°d do with them,
b they were o coul colleetible™

Not long afterward he sent Pearson
an e-mail “T've got these huge sunglias-
es.” the messapge satd. “T have an idea”

Whire did n shadow drawing of his
clients profile, then Peitrson used ply-
waiod and & jigsaw o render his own
larger-than-lite sithoverte. An elewant
har slightly wacky piece of Pop art was
b, Pearson's overscale alter ego ap-
pearing to emanate seamlessly and myy-
teriously from the wall.

Especially ona ught budger, two heads
(orisar three? ) are bewer than one, “Fvery
morning 1 leave my house ar the erack of
dawn oy the Tustle and bustle of con-
struction,” Pearson savs, still pleasantly
dazed by the experience of encountering
b s om the wall, ) cone home w this
peacetul, calming place that reeks of
style, inmy opinion, D ean't get enough
afit | haugh every time | come home™ [
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