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Small Is Beanuful in an Interior Designer’s Guesthouse in Upstate New York
Acchitecture by LDenms Wedlick, andinenor Diesgn by Matthew Vyhite of Wihnse Ywebb
lext by Michae! Frank/Photoeraphy by Patér Aamn/Esto

'S ALWAYE INTRIGUING

by seg what a seasoned ars
ghveer dous with a seg of
elear comstrams, When ne-
rior designer Matthew Wi
il his partner. Brosdway pro-
idlucer Thomas Schumacher,
appioached Dennes Wedlick
with the wded of bulding a
:_{I.“":'ll' COMTagre o o "ﬁ'i.‘l'l.l:t]'lt
parcel of land they'd recently
acgpaired e Colwmbeag Coon-
ty, New Yook, they guve hom
several Nixed purmneiers: P
cotige, which wis to go up
aibvance of the mam house the
I:.‘I.:ir werestill in the midie ol
l!l!.:lﬂnl.l.lj_', Was o IJL" ey frre
than W0 square feer. Wirhin
thar space 11 was w be whally
livable, with a bedroom, ba,
living area anad kitehen and—
stntehow — an extrn space for
:_J'Ill;'.ﬁiﬁ LN r.ll'“'l'“.lL' L. !T was
to starud oo pleasane bar me-
ussiming cormer of ther 30
dcres, an a narrow ridge by a
podr i e o Pt F8
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Anewd Lok "We
wreaibe v vy Bl
hsroy,” wrchuneet Then-
s Wedick savs ol
Maithew White and
Teinas Schumacher s

M York gucsy cil-
g, Slavvii winddims,
v s Wlsing, whio
designes) the nrenors.
fradutes) the putietn on
il tnadlnewon saadls,

“Yoro don’s epuite ko
o hat s guringg v e
arviind 1he comnay,”
Wedlick savs. Silk
sercencd panels from
White Webb's Inta-
glio line hang in the
brving zrva, Schomach.
av wiige el danesd,

&
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Lremn, Il LU L] IH' JI'I:II“I'I'H.;-
ale i the -u.*ltil'l_g aond mke mil-
vaniage of the handsome vicws
“r il "l'lil'h'} ||“.'-;|-l|“'||'i -'II'I.L' '..'I'l.l"ﬁ'
ter ol trees, amd it was o have
less ol character wid 2 seoss of
whimy hesides.

They had come 1w ithe nghe
man: Wedlick made a name
e hismesell b the ares 3 thie
ar I“l Cu ll‘!.l.'ll'l T ‘hl“.ll[ I'hﬂ‘l'rl.'b
when be designed his own i
msile oy honse in nearls
Kinderhook wy 1942, 1 le has
since gone on 1o build un &
fmare ambitous scale, in G-
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lurnbra County st vlsewhere,
bart he has always remined »
spectal tondness for dimin.
tve structures: T hey can have
o chilidlike quualigy to them chas
# larger house sever will,” he
repmarke. “In 3 small house,
every pesture must be maide
BRI CHRLLIAT ,-

For White amid Schumacher,
Wedlick came up with 4 howse
thar hoth tricks and engag:
ex the eye, From the poad, i
v the mprcsson of o baild -
sz thiat b sinaller shan it in facr
o, w lpreas seon heail-omn, the
Diwtias Jomobin Babrior thun ot acru

ally 15 Wedlivk achicved thas
kil of vrowsepe 'ocsl of scale Iny
breaking the hoose mbo thiree
modulés—in cssenee three
"H.'P..'IITITI." I'lﬂl.b'_hi'.'!- R III'I'l:,'I.j it l;_"'ll..'tl'l.l.'l'
as though any artginal suncture
had grown over time—and Iy
giving each elemant » subth
different treatmcnt,

“What was so gredt sl
working with someone like
Matthew is that you don't lun
o work owand convenuons”
says Wedlick, “Inv this hoos,
for istance, we didn't lave we
havie the hathroom sdpscent v
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the bedresoms, The bach (s in
the third mmodile—across the
living room. Te teefs added an,
as 1 well might have been
an uMh;“r h““'l{ 2 ll‘lﬂ: d'l'ﬂ II.'“FT
i le o o puedoncepiis
alsgnigt swlhiar o Mosr |1.i|:m shen il
loak fike”

While the basic vocallary
of the gucsthome's srchitecture
ts Dorrosved froan the 1then-
vy wownl-frame Larmloises
i baroes of Columibea Cormiy,
Widlicks clever oweaking and
arveulanng of the compunient
I!J.| 1% i.“ll PR |hl. ]HJLIH.'. L “.h i ]
anrprising vitality. Each of the
three routs, for example, has o
different pitch: the fagades ane
not syuumetrical b have the
lecling, as he pursit, “that they
conilid lave oen™ 1 the bedrodm
winow |:|-|-;1;'-.. ont frogm ot
clevation: and sinee ther ks an
entranie 1o the gde thioapeh o
coey tmcdrodm, the fron door
15 more symbole than fune-
tomalk. "1 v always apprecnt-
ed raw architecture.” Wedlick
=4y3, s bugil bny |lLl..I|l|1,.
whio actually lived in the omes
they buile. [ hoped for a ssomlar
random quality here,”

lnsasle 35 another set of sur-
prises. Tho modese, guirks
cottage dravs you in through
the mdroom, then delivers
a visual wallop as vou step
it a moce nuslern, bambike
open space—te combined liv-
ing area/dimmg area/karchen,
which, with o cerlang that sooms
tes 21 e, feels much larger
than ite dicwed-down dimen-
sions (16 by 20 feer). Within
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Raawvai The oak din-
bing talile “husbids ddear
mcrmriee.” wona Whin,
w hnie oot loeer Domghe
it s Wihite was 14
Abme the dimrway

i ihe mmaster bl
i & paate] purmrain by

1 Barmison Suoumin.

S0 | www ArchitecturalCigest.oom

“1 like the wles
that you can
experience the same
cnvironment
From two levels”

= Eascrtually; ihise is &
eattage (or s poople
wanly,” comnnincaes Whise
{abwoe ledid, “though
wi i wani some dra=
mia. Even spaces that
wie casual b intendkon
i bl b o okt onl
Emdcul." AR

Tre aery loft omwcr lamorki

thie msin ling space.
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Rarny Dasignad po
eammbde, the coitige b
meache i of 1hires %
ilse mupl-&ﬁmm.hm
ity Iring anica amald
thee Bodrmani, The
g ds fagum 2 stream

w st hanks are daot-
ted with agple trecs

grmitiinnes lrlll-l-“'I [t 111
this spaee, Wedlick was alile
o pive his cliems the extra
space they'd hoperd lor—a ol
that overhangs (and densar-
vates) the kitchen snd dining
arca anid s reachied by o stecp
sparrcise that ook as i 11 were
vopicd trom o dollhouse

This room-aluwe=a«raom
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Tavr: The wit enlomn
st ik v b
master headrvesm

vide a perfoot back-
i for the graph-

it heasibwsard, from
Lngaplio, Blinket, cone
erhict amd palloms vase,
Hesioustiosi ) ardhaane,

fesanales fiv i pl.'r-'.nll.lt Wity
fier Matthow Whire, whaose
grondimher buile 3 summer
vabui m Colorado i the 1940k
where the childven’s sleep

iy guarters wore reached In
a long open galtery. “'ve al

ways liked o look down on
oo, White save "1 like th
dea that you van eapenience

Big wsny = The buarh, ™ e«
i W M, L (e
wineia pinedl, b dbe-
vitbedby old-fasduonad
feel; bt bey 3 Frests way.™
i ewiares & Emanl-
shaped windmy and
i pedestil tuly which
i icked dnin thie fuy,

the same environment from
two different lovele®

Laodis, open galleries, doll-
howsees, troe houses—all thesy
ISSOCTANONY Are prescnt in
the work Wedhek amd \Whiwe
chid on the project, Wik, tor
his pan, clating that he neves
P S IANY o2 in o iy
o house." lo keep nssiness
ar bay, he used simple though
heautifully joined materi:
ks, such ag 3 combinarsan of
board-and-hatren and cedar
siding on the extenor, and
inside, open beams, tongue:
anid-groove paneling on the
ceiling and isalared walls, re
climed -wood floormg and
moldings that are cnsp but
generomsly sealed.

Ix fell go \White the designer
s l_'l-pl‘hl!".i-ﬁ"d to White the <hi-
ent) 1o keep all vhese element
it coheront relationabip, From
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| senttivmed frome page 52
the start, e kinew that he wanted all the
| interior woodwork o be panied a canty-
g whiic; he also knew that he wanted 1o
e o bolid color on the walls, He sentled
vt sharp apple green, Iecanse i seemed
e ainplily the landseape in the cunmer
avud provide same mising vibrancy in
the winter.
| The smallness of the house appesrs
have been very frecing for the archivecy
and the designer alike, White pamted 2
frochand “wallpaper™in the mudnoom in
a single altemoon. e sdapiod some of
his White Webh rradimuark slk-screenail
engraings 55 3 headboard snd a5 winy
remanddeds and paneds o ananate the ample

" Lofts, open galleries,
- dollhouses, tree houses-—
all these associations
are present in the work
Wedlick and W hite
did on the project.

|
walls in the commuon areas. He covered
- 3 wimge chair, canoonish in shape, with 2
similarly cartoonish hobd fabre partermned
' with stybized beaves and fronds.,

“The thing of it &, Fm not really a very
vortagey kind of person,” White ssyswith
s laugh—and mavhe o help explain the
Ith-cemury tlernacke mirrar, Neoclss-

- sical and gidded, thar hangs rather re-
ly by thist symbolic front door or the
' Narge-scale bintern that sparkles ovorbead.
- More maodest items have fosml their
wiay int the howse o, such s the vak ta-
hle froan White's childbood home anad the
| collection of Caswell coffee cans. 2 nod
to Schumacher’s namesake (his middle
name, Caswell, pays milte 1o Guorge
W, Caswell. the 1%th-contury San Frami-
o iinputer of coffee and spices, & Friend
of his great-gramdfarher's),

Intiimate yet expansve, simple vet in-
rricate, clegant agamst casual, deliberancly
designed while unmistakably peesonal:
- How does all dhis push-and-pul] cobobit s

camfortabily in White and Schumachers
| hoamse? “Its very easy” says White, “In &

stnall hows: you don's take youesell w0 seri-

otsly, You're not dfraild 1o have lun™ U]



