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Only two years since White Webb was founded, the multifaceted, bi-coastal design team
15 wowing the design world, the art scene and even the Great White Way,

stthew White-and Frank Weblb could be labeted The Oedd

'-::"_‘lr.qr.l:fﬁ al the fh-il[::ﬂ worlidl Whilte hails fram Amarillo. & small

bowers i Lhee Texss panhandle Webb 2 4 Mew Enplander, born
and brod in Massachuzetts, White describes hrmsell as the classiost whe
{530 .=.|.':|-1'-F.'d h'r antiety snd thve Benaissance, wharbas Webb laves tHhe mod-
arr While is b créstive spinil who, before becaming an inlerior designer. fol-
lonwrine! Fig @irlystse irrlF:l.JItm. into earlier llves aea far otessignal ballot dances
& E‘I"-Fq'vhll: *.'I!'FF'S.Iﬂ'ﬂI.’Il' and an antiques dealiss, Welits tha soll-dascribed prag:
matisl, puriued & banking career before makmg his lifelong passion for
11-|:5igr1 more than ]u.".l‘ & sideline. Bath cirsiﬁﬂd:r!. Baliows hgir i vang
chemistry w part of what makes their partnership so successiul

Il swems like 'm the tight-brained guy and Frank is the leltbrained guy,
Bil s really mot that way,” says White. "There isa very happy colinbitation
ot all of thess opposibat 2

“Wa likg ta Ay {hatl our Latanis .'.ir':-fri.-,.ll Cadas Wabh "Wea biolh hr:ng
somalthing very ditferent bo-each project.”

[ a way, White and Wabb owa their kismet 1o Stankord Whita, or al
leagt to one i:l'F the |‘_"Eﬂ|'|1‘.|q'|r:.r srchitoct’s I.iIIIII.'rIIIE".- i lwran Parh AL
Thae I alsan Benatssanceslyle manslon, oripinally builk by While for eotten
byeoon L Hampden Robb in 1884 s whare the dosigrers liest mat after By
ing and renovating apartments in the buillding at the same fima. Matthow
Whils, whai already hiad & I.hu'-.'lng :JJ_-IIEIE-H firmd i Calilormla, wai i'-unhmg | =S
expand his business sod open an office i Mew Yark. Wabb who had

recanily left & banking position al JB. Margan. wanted to starl a new
careat, passibly in lhe non-profil workd, Malther was |-;‘:|q:1|-l:ir|;g_ bar a biusmess
W TRTE TS bul & |'.|\|'|r|.|:{: ||1¢_nng|h||§_| i Vhs slavalor -_haﬂged T pran:.

We heard stories sbout snch othet’s renovalions.” sayvs Webhk ™) said,
e yola the new guy? and he sad, “Yes ard you the naw !;u'p'f"' anid we
paked abaut hew sur tensvations wenl gnd we both zaid haellich, '.LHI:-!
then we knew we gat along.”

Joth wsited sach other’s apartments and lound & fascmating confrast
helwean the arginnl spaces anc tha renovation slyles. Whites broughl &
classical slagance to his apartmaent, which was Hlled with arginal arghites
tural defails Er.l:|'|,;|:||:'|E & caflerad cuiling, wngﬂwnrk-ﬁs sno 1ir-npfan;43 Wann
trantfarmed Mis SaCE, basically white walls sans dolalle mio o wtrikmgly
modern hame with new woodwerking added ss 3 pod Lo Stanford While

D-E'iptlfr:l 1w -:Jiffurtrh: Tasted, Whike gna Wabily baew !hr:,- Had mred
kindred spiriis and, after a period of about ix months, they decided Lo
Form a business in Februnry 2004. They opened an olfice in New. Yark
prd muintained White's base in California, |Us White Wabby opposing
yol complameniary perspectves and ther ability to master both the
bradibional and (ke mpdarn that lends & sefreshing versatility to their
worl, Thiz spring. the firm wa: named one ol Mouse & Garden’s Top 50
Mew Tastemakers, noted not only for thewr magmative furnifure collec
tiam Intaglio by White Welil, bul for thair crilically scclaimed toray inta
thi dirk would
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Prgvisws spread, lefi-hand PO Malthaw White (sealed) and Frank Webb sizike o poas in White's apr Lol in the lindmanrk Stanford White h-u:lH'uq whaiu thay
maek Right-hand poge: For the 2008 Kips Bay Show Houss, Whits 'Webb made o small reom feel imore axpaniive with clean whils linen walls snd s mis of ¢lassicsl
anel contemporary louches incluting modern white lainps. an8th-century glded clock, strategically placed silverdealed mirears and wriling desk Lhey designad,
Whita Wobb's critically accisimed art installation Eminent Domain {above, second from feft) borrowe a technigue from their intaglie Tumilure collection (mirror,
nbove, kiff} where angravings are hyper-anlarged and then repraduced anto liner el lorma lo creale odginal pleces The devignarns lurned & mew kilchen [above,
socond fram rghil) into o classical gathering place Filled with Did World cfafbamanship, including a barrel-vaulted celling covered in hand-made tikes from Mexico.
For a living/dining room in Tribeca (above, right), they captured the client’s moderm tastes i an opon, Asian-imepired design,

It Mowarmibdr, thair inilallation Eminent Domoin apeded lor a month ol
e Gullery in Howston, Gallery ditector and curater Kim Davenpor con
tncted the designers after seemg thew hurniture collection, which s re-
ated wsing engrovings from Lhe 171 Lo 19th conturies that are hyper.
enlargod with silkacraen techholopy end thon reproduced anto lnsor-cul
lorms, “Kim saw our lurniture and thaught it would be incredible to cre-
ale an enlire envirenmaent with that technigue.” explaing White

The guaestion for Lthe designers wis how to lranslate & lurnilure con
cept into & cohesive scheme for a gallary installation. “ln crealing the enve-
cesrmmenl bar the inslallalion, we theughl if we're snlarging the pleces to &
raatly hyper dramatic seale and minimizing the human oloment. whal are
wesanng?  exptams Webn “That's how wa came up with the concept of
‘aminant domain’ — whao is really in charge?”

The elavar concell is played oul in a contral pavilion with & stark while
extarior that conlrasts wilh an overly amate intorior ambelliished with
homages o grand styles of the past. & butterily collection with magnidying
Blazs is & witty nod Lo the Fancilul natural weeld the desgnars crealed oul-
sdde al the pavilion with giant land-linted Nowars and insects. “The pevilien
i atmost he o lorfress tryng to protect s inhabitants from nature
encroachimg on them” says Webl, "N seemn very stond, bul we fied it
togather limsily ta show that thers s aily 30 moch you can do lo Fghi
back mature. There i3 still & question mark aboul who s really in contial ”

While Webbs witty “man versus mitwre” didlogue drew the gallary’s
highast allendanca and received praise fram the arl and degign worldy
Last fall, the designers were abio applauded for their unéexpected
Broadway debut. Aftar sesing how the due made the maost out of a space-
challenged room sl the 2005 Kigs Bay Shew Houte, & leam of Broadway
producars approsched tham Lo work their magic in the dressing reom of
stage legond Thita Hivera tor the openmg of her biographical musical
Chita Blvera: The Danter's Life Tha designers flew aut to San Diego lo sew
i previgw of tha show and meel with Rivera aboul the desigr.

| guass | thought Chits would be very show bizzy and dramatie, but she
wias very lad back and net The least bit demandimg,” remombers While
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“She sald. Yoo knaw | wenl to Liza's dressing room and [t was Minellh red
Thete is no way | could live with that.” Basically she wanted hor drossing
room to be camfortable and soothing really & home sway from home”

Rivers loved the Decoddh sanctuary the designers cisated using 4ot
creams wnd warm golds accented by black: Fuenishings included cuslom
cabinetry and upholstary, a black lacquer varity table to accommedate
the stac’s personal shrine of memgntos, and & chalse specially designed
for the small space withoul camprizsing on comfbort. Caspar, Rivera's dog,
evon recamved the ctar freatment with a custam-built cabinet for his bad.

For antettmmng, there wars ro coome large encugh o recene Rivera’s
lons and friends, s6 the designars Look the parly onstage in & breakaway
design incorpoiating » foldeble screen, o rollsblo table and stackoble
Panton chaire that could be packed sway avary night. “We designea the
party ipace in red, black and whils le be rrore glamerous in keeping with
her public persana” says Webb

The designers are currently busy at work on a numbaer of new nternar
projects thatl are all over the map geographicilly and slylistically, Some
of their new projects include o besuliful 1w50a Spanish-style hause for
the mayor of Beverly Hills. a turn-of-the-century shingle house in Mew
durnay andd 4 very moadern mew hama in upstate New Yark. Thay are alie
i Lalks Lo design their first holel project and are exploring mare possi-
bilities for showing in the art world, os wall as developing ideas for tex
tiles and wallpaper anad swpandmg the Intaglo colleciion (available at
Hellyhock n Califarnia}

And If that k't enough Bo keap this design team busy there s alica
book abaut {talian-inspired life in America that White s shopping around,
andd the sumaraws non-profits Lo wihich they both donate lime. White, lor
exampla; recently returned fram & fundraiser he halpad plan in Venics boe
Save Vanice, an American crganization that rames funds 1o restore art,
monuments and bulldings in the histarke ety Wherever While Wabb
focusas their Lalents next, expecl the hexpected From the Imaginative
minds of two desigiers who have thait sights 1ol on the design strote.
sphere and beyond



