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MY PANENTS FIRST HOME WAS A | -FOOT TRAILER I'N
the Tinnbleweed Trailer Park in Anstillo, Texus. As o
Earmily grew, so did our triler howses until the six of us
ended up i the ulimare—s double-wide | can still pic
e tho big mealand-neon sign on Grand Avenue wid)
each lener of Tumbleweed angled off-kilier 10 suggest the
raihing dricd weeds of the Panhandle

There wasn't mucht aronnd vs back then exceptl Led’s
Dirivie 1n (hest burgerss in mwn il the bowling allev. and 2
lilHng stavion with: a Coke machine. Fvenptuslly, track
stops and o molel sprung up neardy bt posily, the
aren copsisted of funmhouses, barns, and fiells sur-
ownded By barbed wire fences—we only things thai
stapped the ninblewecds,

Growing wp in o tailer park was not exactly o visual
lepst. Occasiomilly, s reriredd couple kepl a nea solshod
filld with wardening tools and ferilizey. One conple 47
pristine wrgquolse-and-white Trmler into o garden tha
was nrmnbenncd o poerfection. A biedhense hung toom g
Clhimese ¢lm, und a birdbath =at i s stadow. To sec the
likiics and claftockils Bdoom m the spongume was heavenly,
I can still smwll those lilucs,

Though these uny bits of Fden were Tow and far
Pervesn. they mide an impaet on me. My maother worked
hard 1o improve our garden, and cvery year it grew more
Beautiul. Each spring, flled with optimism ancd rhe deh-
vious anticipation of beaoty, we weit 1o the local pussery
10 by Ratse of petinias and perhaps 2 clunbing rose o
e, Lhe intense simell OF rich. fresh soil was sirangely
alluring. And the colors® Flowers cverywhene—quilie 2
comtast 1o the dry, uiterly at Jexas landscipe

Thae iapretis fior thesse nursery 1ips was the inspiration
wi gledned from whar we called “the fancy: pam of rown
A few thnes @ yoar, Mama woold wake ws 1o ook &t e
rows of clegant houses and their gardens. My two Drotls.
ers, my sister, and | would load o the white Clevs, and
off we'd go in scarch of escapo mnd inspraton. Maging ir
even more of o spectal mean, Mama would swp ar teo's
Drve loon the way., Bags of Bugzers and onion tngs

filled the v with o delicious aron as we each carefully
beled & pocd-and-white puper cup of ee-colel 1 Pepper
or, on a good day. chocolate malt. Then we wounld
continoe on our way, Mams, of oply Fve feet wll, would
wrestle ihie Chevy withow power armthing o the incy
pan of town,

For Marma, this was dream e, and ir was for me oo,
It was like entering a [oreign world, Tho strests wwere
paved inobd red brick thar rumbled reassuringly under the
whecls of our cur. Edormons trees, creafing o canopy of
diappled green, lined the strects Squirrels would Frolic
among themt a5 if they were movie extras paid 10 creato
atmosphere. Even the air seemed different there, some
how softer, Cleancr, I woukd splash against our Bces as
wi rollec the windows down—and (here nasnt o tumble-
weed in sight

Wost af the 19205 bomes were sot back Trom the stroet,
cadlt ane perfectly framed by a garden as if it were
walling 10 be phowgraphed—banks ol tulips, aocus
popping up spontaneoashy under bhudding maplo
wweey, daffodils by the thowsands n huge circles of bl
Hant color. The lawns appeared 1o be Nawless plains of
emerald green velver

The houses suggested luxiry and permimence. quire
different from our house on wheels: Some wierne Ionest-
wo-gondness mansions. all perfectly maintained, with
grapd colyms and huge lunterms. The shulless ooked
[reshly printed, and the windows sparkled, peflecting frag-
wenis of gavden color und our passing white Chevy,

Occasionally, we woukl see a4 place so beauriful thue
Magna was forced o sop so we oould ke b all n We
woul! share what we liked and then drive nn, oir hepds
rivihadeally moving froin side 0 sicle

We never once feli poor, thougl) | suppose by some
people’s standards we were. We didn't ook at these
howuses wirh envyy imstead, we studicd them for idcas.
As we sturped the lase drops of Dr Pepper and balled
up the erinkly paper thar had wrapped our now
devemred hambuorgers, Aama would sigh. Then, with
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4. A 215t-century channeling of Elsie de Wolle's 1ake on
white spaco, thic living room has eff the hatimarks of a
heatiilul space: ploasing tanos, soft tonches, and attention
1o detoil. Feminie scconfs. such o= the msphery aatln thim
on the: bergerss, anvd cooling lwes, found In the collection of
plates and on the lampshades, sdd Sagance 1o the spaces.
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great resolve, she'd say, “This fall we'll plam bulbs.”
Putting ull her 98 pounds into toeming the car asonnd,
shir'd 1oke s home,

This of comrse was a long time ago The mailer park
weats sealed sl i its place stands o Super Wal-Mant. Gome
arns the enomous lae basbes, the conmmmal clotlies-
T cont, and Maoa's gaden. Geore® e 15 1he well of
swesed Tesas water thent kept o pretinias Trom soonch-
g in the unblinking sommmer sun

Bocvse of wy dreanes amd Gie, and sy blessings,
T now Dve an 2 howse thar people slow down o view |
live an vhe Tancy pan of 1own, and o one is more sur-
prised than 1 ant When | see a car ercep past, |
remminded of that skinov, freckle-faced country Doy Toam
a triler park dn Jdessy Amarillio, | e ploture my maotlicy
driving that old car in search of heauty ax i 1 were
sitting in thwe lecksear at this very moment, | see her
dreaming and planning amd working hand w creane
that Blisstul momem when sturdy lithe stems broke
ol thee smow and Bced the vnending West Texas
windd. It reminds me that beaory s ot only where we
find & W's where we make . +
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